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NEWSLETTER

where vwe've been, vhere we're going

Keep 1t cool. Keep 1t saie. and
when the cops come around, keep
sour r¥*ckin' mouth shut!

who we are

Coldsnap Legal Collective was
tormed in Januar, <2008 b, a small
group or people who were interested
in doing legal rights activism.
Yspeclall; airter the Critical llass
arrests in sugust 2007 in
Llinneapolls, we had become aware o
a need in the radical communit, ior
more iniormation and resources
regarding legal rights and how to
deal with state repression, as well
as more organized structures i1or
supporting activists in the event
o1 arrest.

continued on page — < -

where we're goin'

This jear, we're continuing our PIC
arrestee support eriorts through our
involvement with Communit;, PRIC
arrestee support otructure (CRacs;
see page 4,. lluch work remains to be
done to assist our rriends and
comrades in i1ighting the bogus
charges i1rom the PRIC.

We 're also continuing to educate and
empower our communities b, iurther
dem;stir;ing and decentralizing
basic legal knowledge. One wa, we're
doing this is b, iacilitating Know
Your Pights workshops in conjunction

continued on page - 2 -

the rnc and its aftermath

The RNC

The
the
its

arrival or the Pepublican I'atlional Convention 1in St. Paul heightened
need 10r awareness and solidarit, in our communit,, and reiniorced
immedlac,. “ven beirore the actions in the streets,

sophisticated

modes o1 police survelllance, iniiltration, and targeted attacks on
percelved organizers were alread, in eiiect. We 1n Coldsnap spent the
months leading up to the PI'C working to set up our legal support oiriice;
organize and train volunteers ior our jail support hotline, street team,
and jaill vigil; and give trainings about legal rights 1or protesters. We
also worked closel;, with law,ers i1rom the lLlilnnesota chapter o. the
Ilational Law,ers Guild (www.nlgminnesota.org,.
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Where we're gOin'. continued from page - 1 -

with ZXCO (Zxperimental College, excotc.org,. The workshops teach people
about their rights in the streets through role pla;,s, batons made out ox
neywspaper and duct tape, plastic cop badges irrom some dollar-store to,
sets, and energetic iracilitators who love empowering people.

another big project oir ours is revising "l'eed-—to—Know Basis," the zine we
put out in the run-up to the RIIC. We are working to expand and clarii;
existing sections, condense some sections as necessar,, and add a couple
new sections to make it an even more useiul legal primer (such as a
glossar, or legal terms,.

OQur goal in all or these eriorts is to strengthen our communities b
ensuring people are as prepared as possible. The extreme repression
during the PRI'C surprised man;, o1 us, but we are read, to share the legal
knowledge we have learned so that we all come out o1 this experience
more 1lniormed and more prepared.

WhO wWeé aXe, continued from page - 1 -

We took our name Lrom QOperation
Coldsnap, which was the largest
police mobilization 1in liinnesota
histor, prior to the Pepublican
I'ational Convention (PRIC,.
Beginning on _ecember 20, 1998,
Operation Coldsnap was directed at
activists who were occup,ing land
at the liilnnehaha Tree Ctate anti-
road occupation and seeking to stop
Highwa, 55 irom being built. liore
than 600 oiiicers swarmed the site
at 4 a.m. on the coldest da, o1 the
J/ear, barring media rrom the site
and smashing observers' cameras.
The; brutalized the non=violent coldsnap collective members, pre-rnc
activists, arrested %6 oir them, and

razed the houses, tipis, and sacred objects on the land.

B, taking the name o1 this massive abuse or police power, we choose to
send the message that we will never be taken or: guard again. wWith ever;
action and demonstration, we're going to become more organized, more
educated, and more empowered. and we ' ll never stop iighting ior our
rights and the rights or our iriends, comrades, and allies!

Please remember that we 1n Coldsnap Legal Collective are I'QT lawj ers. We
o I'OT give legal advice or provide legal derense, but we ma, be able tof
direct jou to lawj ers who will. We LO want to change the world.
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the rnc and itS aftermath, continued from page - 1 -

OQur jail support oiiice went live on the Trida;, aiternoon beiore the
Convention, and the phone calls started pouring in that evening as a result oi
a preemptive raid on the Convergence cpace in ot. Paul, a gathering place ior
activists. I'o arrests were made, but this raid was onl, the beginning. The next
morning, activists in three houses 1in lilnneapolis and one house in ot. Paul
woke up to police oiriicers entering their homes with weapons drawn. Tive
arrests were made that da,, and the Coldsnap
oririce team spent the weekend dealing with
the airtermath and making hurried preparations
10r the coming da,s or the convention.

On the 1irst da;, or the PI'C, hundreds were
arrested as the;, publicl;, expressed their
dissent and man; survived extensive police
brutalit;. These instances or brutalit, and
repression continued throughout the week and,
b, the i1ourth da, or the convention, the Got.
Paul Police _Lepartment and other cooperating
agencies had arrested 818 individuals.
sowntown ot. Paul had become an overt police
state, 1illed with police oiriicers in riot
gear using pepper spra,, tasers, rubber
bullets, tear gas, and other "less lethal" crowd control measures. The cops
cordoned ori streets and bridges, making numerous mass arrests. Zver;one on the
streets became a target that week, including legal observers, street medics,
b,standers, Journalists, and protesters.

Time and again, the police and other agents or the state worked to isolate
individuals-- putting our iriends in solitar,, brutalizing them both on the
streets and in the jails, dropping them oii on random and oirten uniamiliar
street corners in the middle or the night, and so 1orth. Coldsnap came to see
our role as working to iroster communit;, and solidarit; in the race or 1isolation
and repression. In preparation, we had encouraged ever,one to memorize our
legal hotline number (651.3%56.8635!, and write it in permanent marker on their
bodies so the police couldn't take i1t awa, ii the, were arrested. The Coldsnap
street team also made thelir wa, through the crowds, handing out the Jjail
support number and helping to serve as the oiriice's ejes and ears on the
ground. We irielded thousands o1 calls
1trom people on the streets witnessing
police actions and arrests, and we were
then able to publicize these updates in
real time through Twitter
(www.twitter.com/ coldsnaplegal, and
elsewhere. We were also there b, the
phones through all hours or the da, and
night to support people who'd been
arrested and were rinall; getting their
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the rnc and itS aftermath. continued from page - 3 -

phone call irom jail, as well as people who'd been
released irrom custod,. We served as a liaison between
those in jail and their iriends and iamilies, and helped
to stage a round-the-clock jail vigil so those released
were met with clean clothes, warm rood, and hugs.

In this chaotic environment, we tried to provide a
reliable support structure in the iace oL police
repression and violence, and to send one over—arching
message to those expressing their dissent in the streets:
We've got jour back!

RNC Aftermath

Coldsnap helped organize the iirst meeting ox PIIC
arrestees and supporters two daj s arter the end oir the
convention and meetings have continued regularl, since.
Through these meetings, a non—hierarchical coalition oi
arrestees, communit, groups, and allies known as CPass (Communit, PIIC arrestee
cupport otructure; www.rncartermath.org, evolved. Though less than a quarter os
the 818 arrestees have been rormall;, charged and hundreds or charges were
dropped, man;, 10lks are still dealing with court proceedings. CPacc has
developed a court solidarit, strateg;, and assembled a number or diirerent
working groups to help the arrestees organize, making sure that all who are
interested have the support necessar, to 1ight their
charges and stand up ror i1ree speech. CRPacs has a
travel 1und available to aid arrestees 1in returning
to the Twin Cities 1or their court dates and is
dedicated to aiding and racilitating civil suits.

www.rncaftermath.org

Coldsnap has continued running our jail support
hotline and has been working extensivel; with CRaco.
Tor example, the working groups that comprise CRacs
have had access to our oiiice, where the, have been
able to use our phone lines 1or arrestee support
work, hold meetings, and organize events such as
protests and press conierences.

me‘_ﬁh‘w& In the aitermath o1 the PIIC, there is also a group

o1 eight people who race what are perhaps the most
www.rnc8.org serious charges. The "BIIC 8" (www.rnc8.org, are

organizers who have been charged, not on the basis ox
particular actions in the streets, but solel; 1in response to their organizing
itseli. The;, originall; iaced i1elon; conspirac, charges and, in the rirst—-ever
use oi llinnesota's PaTRPIOT act, mulitple "terrorism enhancements.”" Thanks to
comnmunit, organizing and a widespread outcr;, against this absurd use oi
"terrorism" charges against political organizers, the "terrorism enhancements”
have since been dropped. However, the 8 still iace serious irelon; charges: <Znd
Legree Conspirac;, to Piot and 1lst _egree Conspirarc, to Commit Criminal _amage
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get involved!

We believe our work 1s valuable in seeking to cooperativel, build a larger
network or solidarit, and mutual aid within our communit,. We approach our
legal rights activism with the greater mission or educating, empowering, and
supporting our communit;, b, sharing knowledge, raising awareness, and
developing a network oir legal support and solidarit,. Thus, we aim to
decentralize 1niormation as much as possible so 1t can be easil, passed on to
others, thereiore reaching as man, communities as possible through networks os
shared knowledge. We also seek to provide people with the 1niormation necessar),
10or them to make educated decisions ror themselves based on thelr needs and
desires. This mission allows autonomous action within a larger, stronger, more
iniormed communit, that 1s better able to combat repression.

We operate as a collective, which means we are non-hierarchical and make
declslons on a consensus baslis. We choose to use this structure to support work
that aims to redistribute and share soclal and political power and knowledge
10r a more just societ;. By committing to working as a collective, Coldsnap is
helping to develop and rurther a structure in which people dedicated to
1ighting 1or justice in the legal system can take poweriul roles in
transiorming their own lives, as well as thelr communities and the larger
world.
I. Jou're excited about Join us! Support radical legal activism!
the work we're doing, we Give us some money! (Pretty please!)
would love i1or ,ou to
get involved! we are www.coldsnaplegal.org
especlall, looking ior
10lks to help out with
legal rights trainings i1or activists and communit;, members, but we welcome all
skills and ldeas! We are also still a joung collective, and membership 1s open
to anjone who shares these values and is committed to working with us as we
grow and develop.

the rnc and its aftermath. continued from page - 4 -

to Propert,.

While the attempted use o1 the "terrorism enahancement"” provisions was
historicall, signiiicant, the critical nature or these trumped-up charges 1is
more irar—-reaching even than that. B, arresting political organizers undexr
conspirac;, laws, and b, deplo,ing the notion oi "terrorism" in direct response
to political activit, and thought itseli, the state is openl, signaling its
deslre to silence dissent. Had these ialse and dangerous charges held up in
court, it ma;, well have had a chilling eiriect on all political activit, in
linnesota...which, o1 course, 1s the intention.

Tor the PIIC 8 themselves and ior the iuture ol radical organizing in the Twin
Cities, we stand in total solidarit; with the accused and will continue to do
50 until all charges are dropped.



thank you!

There 1s simpl;, no wa, Coldsnap and our allies would have been
able to accomplish an;, or our objectives, during the PI'C and
since, wilthout the generous support or our donors and volunteers.
While we would preier a world unshackled b, capitalism, there is
no den;ing the i1act that certain things cost mone;. Bail and
phone lines spring to mind! Thank j;ou to each and ever;, donor who
supported our eiiorts during the RI'C, and to all those who
continue to support us. We honestl; would be hamstrung without
sour generosit;.

There's also no den;ing that volunteers made this eiiort work. You
staiied the oiriice, jou answered the phones and made out-calls,
you stood in the cold outside the jail so that our iriends knew
the, weren't alone. Come o1 jyou taught us how to do the things we
tried to do. Some o1 jou made our machines work. There 1s no
adequate number or words to conve; the proiound gratitude and
humilit; we 1eel 1or jour guidance, generosit,, support, and
love. Thank jou.

We would also like to make an extra-special thank ou shout-out
to the i1ine 1o0lks i1rom Liidnight Special Law Collective 1in
Qakland, Ca (www.midnightspecial.net,. Ilot onl, were the, the
inspiration iror much oir our work, man;, LICLC members came out to
the Twin Cities to help us throughout the planning and
preparations, through the solid week o1 long daj s and little
sleep that was the RI'C itseli, and through the months o1 work
that have 1ollowed. Again, thank ;ou.

domate!

We.tteed. Your, financials support to
Keep. doing whal~we Jo~Bonate online
af~wwi.coldSnapleral.orsl

CONLACT=US!

www.eoldsnaplesal 0rs
www.ttter,Com/codSnaplegal
Pacebook.SMyspaee
coldsnap(atixiseup.net
PO*Bex_50514,*Mplsy MN 55405
jatl. stupport~hetline: 651.356.8635






